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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 4:27 PM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com; siversen@pahouse.net

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Joy Fronzoli  
CRANE (jfronzoli@eriecountypa.gov)  
150 East Front. Street Suite 300  
Erie, PA 16501 US  

Comments entered:  
 
Dear DEP and Environmental Quality Board, 
 
The Community Resilience Action Network of Erie (CRANE) is an alliance of several organizations 
that are committed to developing a climate conscious community through education, 
coordination and implementation of projects that address climate change and build a resilient 
community. As Chair of CRANE, I write in support of the adoption of the proposed CO2 Budget 
Trading Program. By joining the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) states, Pennsylvania 
would gain resources and support in our efforts to cut our carbon pollution, which directly 
contributes to climate change. 
 
CRANE has defined the need for climate action planning in Erie, Pennsylvania. Erie County, 
Pennsylvania, which includes 76 miles of Lake Erie shoreline, Presque Isle State Park, the City of 
Erie, and eight other shoreline municipalities, is becoming increasingly vulnerable to both short 
and long-term impacts of extreme weather and climate variability. Examples of these extremes 
occurred in 2017 when the County experienced a record rainfall event of 8.46 inches in June; a 
November tornado ripped through downtown Erie, devastating homes and businesses; and 
winter brought a record 166 inches of snow fall to the area, including a record-shattering storm 
that dumped 33 inches of snow in just 24 hours. High winds and an increase in Lake Erie’s 
winter ice cover resulted in ice shoves and coastal damage. In June 2019, Lake Erie set a record 
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for high lake levels. The City of Erie was also identified as one of the nation’s top 10 fastest-
warming cities according to Climate Central. Each of these extreme weather events has resulted 
in costs to personal property, the health and welfare of individuals, economic prosperity, and to 
the sense of certainty and safety in local communities. 
 
Resilient communities are prepared to react to disasters in an organized and pre-emptive 
manner while continuing to grow and develop. Overcoming events triggered by climate change 
and building social and community resilience will become the new normal. The purpose of 
CRANE is to foster discussions among community members and coordinate regional efforts to 
address climate change in Erie County. This CO2 Budget Trading Program will significantly 
reduce harmful carbon pollution that contributes to climate change.  
Thank you for your consideration.  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


